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Apparently it was Ross Mike who be-
gan to look into the challenge of building 
a kit car and had twice settled on Ferrari 
rebody replicas only to have two compa-
nies disappear before he could lay down 
some cash. After several years of work-
related transfers and raising a family, he 
moved back to Tucson and again hooked 
up with LaPorta and talked him into doing 
a joint project. After considerable re-
search, a trip to the Knottʼs show, and see-
ing Steve Graberʼs silver Velo Rossa, the 
pair settled on one of John Washingtonʼs 
(Reaction Research) Velo Rossa Spyders 
designed for Nissan Z-cars. The beautiful 
Velo Rossa Spyder is reminiscent of a ‘60s 
Ferrari GTO, though the company never 
made a convertible of that model.

The pair found a fairly straight, com-
plete and rust-free Arizona 280Z donor 
and as Ross Mike says, “We bought the 
wheels for $400 and they threw in the car, 
cow seat covers and all.” When they got 
it home they managed to get it running 
for about 10 minutes and it never started 
again. After reading the assembly manual 
they immediately set about stripping the 
donor of every nut and bolt and extrane-
ous body part and like their friends who 
stopped by to see the clutter, began to 

question themselves as to whether or not 
they could really handle the project. 

The fi rst big hurdle in the transforma-
tion was to cut off the top of the donor 
and install some reinforcements to replace 
some integrity lost by removal of the 
roof. Fortunately, LaPorta received fi ve 
years of paint and bodywork instruction 
and had kept up with those skills. Since 
they wouldnʼt be installing a V8 in the 
rebody, they fi gured the optional Reaction 
Research reinforcement kit would provide 
enough unibody rigidity. 

Next it was time to concentrate on 
the suspension and drivetrain compo-
nents. The pair stripped, sandblasted and 
powdercoated all the pieces they could 
and added Eibach springs and Tokico gas 
struts to all four corners. This suspension 
install also allowed for a two-inch lower 
stance. Urethane bushings were also added 
throughout. While they were working on 
the suspension, they added a new steer-
ing rack as well. The fi nal touch was a set 
of 15” Eagle alloy wheels wrapped with 
BFGoodrich T/A radials, 225/60s up front 
and 295/50s out back. 

In keeping with a desire to do as 
much of the build as possible themselves, 
the Ross  ̓even tackled the engine rebuild. 

The Ross build team spent considerable 
time reshaping some of the car s̓ duct-
ing and vents to get just the shape they 
wanted. they even opened up the rear 
brake ducting for a “real” look. The 
Eagle alloys carry huge meats all around 
and give the car an aggressive appear-
ance.

Velo Yellow has an overall clean, smooth 
look even under the hood. The builders 
considered getting all the seams even as 
the most diffi cult part of the project. The 
new Reaction Research cheek panels 
hide more of the donor s̓ structural pieces 
and fi nish off typically hidden areas.


